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1. 

The basement second floor of the underground shopping mall, where a cacophonous storm of 

screaming and blood once resounded, had become calm. 

The moment they felt their stress melt away, they were hit with a wave of fatigue, with the end result 

being that people fell asleep, of course. 

There were those that fell asleep without knowing, but there were also those who filled the alcohol 

aisle, trying to drink to sleep because they couldn’t fall asleep despite their drowsiness. 

The scene was literally like how it was described. 

Kim Tae Hoon was unlike those who were drinking coffee for the caffeine. He was nursing a 

lukewarm can of coffee in his hand, and while drinking a mouthful of coffee, he took in the scent of 

the coffee, enjoying its taste. 

It was Kim Tae Hoon’s only hobby. 

Kim Tae Hoon always had coffee before and after a battle. While drinking coffee he would prepare for 

battle or clean up the aftermath while enjoying his coffee. 

Even now nothing changed. 

After making sure that the marking on his hand was real, he found eight others who also sported a 

patterned tattoo on their hands. Including the deceased, there were a total of eight people who had it. 



 

With squinted eyes he stared at people’s hands. 

Including Kim Tae Hoon, there were nine people. Of the nine, five were males and four were females, 

with one elderly person but no children. 

But with such a small sample size, there wasn’t much he could get glean from them. 

‘The patterns aren’t identical, but are similar. Bang Hyun Wook’s pattern is similar to mine, but not the 

same.’ 

Obviously, the patterns have differences unique to the person, kind of like a fingerprint. 

‘If it’s like fingerprints, then it would express different characteristics per human… but why did it only 

happen to some people but not all of them? Are there only specific people who get chosen? Or is it 

the opposite where the ones who are chosen is some sort of ominous sign? Is it some sort of 

disease?’ 

The one who helped solve Kim Tae Hoon’s concerns was no other than Bang Hyun Wook. 

Bang Hyun Wook, who still dressed in his baseball jumper, approached Kim Tae Hoon with a 

cautious attitude and tapped his right hand with his left finger. 

‘‘Hyungnim I figured this out.” 

”What?” 

”This is an ability. Ability. “ 



 

Bang Hyun Wook fished out his phone, and showed Kim Tae Hoon a picture he had taken from his 

smart phone. The screen displayed a close-up of the pattern and his hand. What appeared were 

translucent letters that were not visible before. 

[Basic Abilities] 

– Strength : 16 

– Stamina : 13 

[Special Ability ] 

– Energy : D Rank 

– Physical Defense : F Rank 

[Acquired Ability] 

– None 

Kim Tae Hoon stood there silently while looking at the picture. 

Click! 

He quickly took a picture of his hand and immediately went to go look at his phone. 

[Basic Abilities] 

– Strength : 19 



 

– Stamina : 21 

[Special Abilities ] 

– Energy : F Rank 

– Mana : F Rank 

– Telekinesis : A Rank 

– Physical Defense : F Rank 

– Magic Resistance : F Rank 

[Acquired Ability] 

– None 

Having looked at Kim Tae Hoon’s abilities, Bang Hyun Wook was surprised. 

“Hyungnim were you a psychic? Our ranks are different…… Is A rank the highest?” 

However, Kim Tae Hoon didn’t respond to Bang Hyun Wook’s reaction. He simply enjoyed the 

fragrance of the coffee in his mouth. 

‘It’s like a game mechanic.’ 

It wasn’t very difficult to understand. 



 

It was common ability and stats system that you could see in many games. 

Stamina and health wasn’t a very big concern. 

What he needed to focus on were two of the abilities under ‘Special Abilities’: Energy and Telekinesis. 

‘Is energy like the qi you would read about in a martial arts novel?’ 

Looking at it, he strongly felt that it was very likely for it to be the same concept that’s found in a 

martial arts novel. 

Of course there wouldn’t be anything different with mana. It’ll probably be the resource needed to fuel 

magic. 

Telekinesis was the easiest to understand. Novels, movies, comic books….. Telekinesis was a staple 

ability found in those media outlets and was an ability that even the common people would know 

about. 

‘Did it say that I had telekinesis?’ 

That ability had found its way to Kim Tae Hoon. 

There was only one thing that he knew for sure though. 

‘There’s no way I had this kind of ability. ‘ 

Telekinesis wasn’t an ability that Kim Tae Hoon had. 



 

He had never received anything like this A Rank telekinesis. 

He didn’t know what this ability entailed or the extent of its powers. 

It wasn’t anything he had been in possession of before, so it was definitely something he had only just 

received. 

‘The world has changed ….. and so I have I. ‘ 

When the monsters began to appear, the world changed and the humans did as well. The evidence 

lay with the humans since some humans developed abilities to fight against the monsters. 

To summarize, those who had received the glyph on the back of their hands are those who had 

successfully adapted to this new age of monsters. 

‘Awakening ……. ‘ 

A symbol of one’s awakening. 

A nonsense tale, an absurd string of words, but still that didn’t matter right now. 

At this moment, the appearance of monsters was all the proof one needed to know that the previous 

common sense was nothing but old-fashioned malarkey. 

For that reason, Kim Tae Hoon decided to disregard the previous world’s perception of reality. The 

enemy before him was real, not the values of before. 

The important thing to determine was whether or not the abilities he had were real. 



 

Furthermore. 

“Bang Hyun Wook, have you used the ability called ‘energy’?” 

If the ability is real, there has to be a way to use the ability.” 

“Maybe …… no, I’ve definitely used it before.” 

Bang Hyun Wook already knew how to activate and use this ability called energy. 

“Please give me a moment.” 

After disappearing off to somewhere, Bang Hyun Wook came back with two apples in his hand. 

After tossing one to Kim Tae Hoon, he grasped the other one with both his hands when suddenly, 

bbak! It had split in two. 

The grip strength wasn’t too bad. 

After showing off his grip strength, Bang Hyun Wook tossed the halves onto the floor and looked at 

Kim Tae Hoon. 

Kim Tae Hoon tossed away the apple he had received earlier. 

Bang Hyun Wook grabbed an apple with his right hand like a baseball pitcher, and clenched it tightly. 

Bbudeudeuk! 

Bang Hyun Wook began crushing the apples like a machine. 



 

The light in Kim Tae Hoon’s eyes changed. 

“At first, I thought I was seeing things, but then afterwards, when I saw the state of the baseball bat I 

was using, I knew it was real. My hand imprinted into the handle, and there were wood fragments in 

my palm. At that time, I had a gut feeling. I knew that it wasn’t just an illusion, but that I had some sort 

of super power.” 

“But what kind of power is it?” 

“I don’t know for sure, but it feels like there’s something wriggling around in my stomach.” 

After listening to Bang Hyun Wook, Kim Tae Hoon carefully focused on his stomach area. 

‘There, in my stomach…. there’s definitely something there.’ 

There was truth to what Bang Hyun Wook had said. 

“Does it feel almost like an eel?” 

However, unlike Bang Hyun Wook’s explanation, Kim Tae Hoon’s strange feeling in his stomach felt 

more like a loach. 

‘It looks like it’s because of a difference in rank.’ 

Bang Hyun Wook’s energy was rank D while Kim Tae Hoon’s was only rank F. 

‘Of course there must be a difference.’ 



 

At that moment, Kim Tae Hoon’s gaze turned to a piece of the apple that Bang Hyun Wook had split 

in half earlier. 

‘Telekinesis.’ 

Many school students would try and do such a thing. 

The fantasy of trying to move something with your mind while staring at it while asking yourself ‘do I 

have telekinesis’? 

And then later when you reflect back on this piece of dark history, you couldn’t help but snort. 

But now, while doing the same thing, Kim Tae Hoon felt ashamed because of his age. While looking 

at the apple, Kim Tae Hoon sent out evil thoughts. 

He tried to move the apple and then tried to crush it. 

Bbu-deuk! 

The apple that had been split in half began to crumple like a tissue. The apple quickly condensed into 

the size of a ping pong ball. 

Kim Tae Hoon’s eyes grew bigger. This was the most surprised Kim Tae Hoon had been in his life in 

the last decade. 

“Huu” 

It’s not very surprising. His heart was pounding in this nonsense situation. 



 

Could you just accidentally crush an apple that had been split in half into the size of a ping pong ball 

with just the power of your mind while only exerting the same amount of thought as just grasping it? 

‘This power…. it’s dangerous.’ 

However, Kim Tae Hoon didn’t get too drunk on excitement, Kim Tae Hoon had learned to keep calm 

through the experiences in his life. It was important to not let yourself get carried away by your own 

excitement, and to instead maintain your priorities and figure out a ‘key’. 

While agonizing over the prospect of trying to figure out the ‘key’, he finally thought of it. 

‘The important thing is to find a way to raise one’s skill rank. ‘ 

That is the most important key right now. 

‘This game······.’ 

Kim Tae Hoon interpreted all of these situations like a game. 

What if this whole situation is just a game? 

There were many theories running through Kim Tae Hoon’s mind. 

He recalled a way he could test if his theories would work. 

‘One of the biggest facets in a game is when you get items and experience after killing a monster.’ 

The broken bodies of dead monsters quickly entered his thoughts. 



 

Kim Tae Hoon rose from his seat. 

“Bang Hyun Wook.” 

“Yes.” 

“Grab a monster’s dead body and follow me.” 

”Yes?” 

Bang Hyun Wook looked at Kim Tae Hoon with large deer like eyes after hearing his orders. 

Follow with a monster’s body? Why does he have to do such a gross, cumbersome, and bloody 

thing? 

But Bang Hyun Wook’s embarrassment was short lived. 

What did Bang Hyun Wook agree to when he first met Kim Tae Hoon? It was not his place to ask any 

questions. 

At least in this place, he should follow out Kim Tae Hoon’s commands with sincerity. 

“H, how should I carry this?” 

When following Kim Tae Hoon’s orders, there was only one thing that he wanted to know: what are 

the difficulties associated with the orders he has to follow. 

“Put it in the shopping cart. “ 



 

“Ah! Where should I take it?” 

Before answering, Kim Tae Hoon turned his neck and looked around. 

What he needed to do right now wasn’t something he could do in front of a lot of people. 

He would need specialized tools. 

Fortunately, there was something Kim Tae Hoon needed that was located in the second floor of the 

mall. 

Kim Tae Hoon’s gaze stopped right there. 

“Meat corner. “ 

”Yes?” 

“Take it to the meat corner. “ 

“Monster corpses in the meat section…. heuk!” 

After realizing Kim Tae Hoon’s intent, Bang Hyun Wook’s face turned white. 

 
 



2. 

At 4 pm, monsters appeared and a fierce battle for survival began. 

The battle ended at 5 pm, and the fatigued bodies of the survivors were in sight. 

Now it’s 10 pm. 

“Umm…..” 

Survivors began to wake up one after another. 

Of course, they were not waking up after what you could consider a good rest. 

For many of them, this was the first time they had to fight for their lives. 

However, could the survivors wash away the fatigue they had accumulated with a mere three of four 

hours of restless sleep, especially after such a harrowing life and death struggle? 

However, there was a limit to how much they could sleep, and could only wake up. 

‘Has a rescue team not come yet?’ 

‘Damn, my smart phone still doesn’t work? I pay so much every month for the phone service, but it 

still doesn’t work!’ 

‘How long do we have to stay here? What’s happened outside?’ 



The survivors couldn’t sleep anymore, their minds were filled with thoughts of what to do from here on 

and what would happen from now on. 

“Excuse me, but what are you doing over there?” 

“What?” 

“Why are  you trying to raise the fire shutter?” 

The point of contention was in front of the fire shutter which had blocked the escalator up to the first 

floor. 

There were four men in front of the fire shutter. 

They were all of a similar age group and seemed to be friends, ranging from their late 20s to their 

early 30s. They stood vigilant while voicing their desire to open the fire shutter. 

“What you’re doing is dangerous! What will you do if there are monsters?” 

Park Jae Un reacted furiously. 

To Park Jae Un, the first floor was a living hell. 

It was only just a few hours ago that he had suffered  the most traumatizing life and death struggle he 

had so far in his life. 

In fact, Park Jae Un had woken from his sleep because he was concerned about the fire shutters. He 

was worried about what might happen should the barrier between the first and second floors. 



Would the monsters appear again? Would the monsters somehow penetrate through the fire shutters 

and once again to put the lives of his wife and daughter in peril once more….. more worries and 

concerns. 

But now, there were four idiots trying to raise the fire shutter. 

Park Jae Un’s shouting, telling them to stop, was filled with genuine sincerity and fear. 

Naturally, his loud cries attracted the attention of a crowd of survivors in the vicinity. 

“What’s this? What’s going on here?” 

“R, rescue team, is the rescue team here?” 

“I don’t think it’s the rescue team……. “ 

One after another, more people who had woken up or couldn’t sleep moved towards the fire shutter. 

A chaotic mess began to permeate throughout the second floor. 

“This , fuck…. really….” 

One of the four young men who had figured out what was going on shamelessly let out a swear. 

“What are you looking at? What are you all looking at!” 

Another one of the four was eyeing the crowd with a nervous look in his eyes. 

It wasn’t very difficult to see why. 



“What?” 

‘That’s …… that’s a MacBook right?’ 

‘No, it’s an iPad?’ 

There were a bunch of Apple™ products still in their packaging in plastic bags sitting around the four 

young men. 

In such a time as this, these four thieves were going to run off with the most expensive things they 

could find. 

They were caught stealing, yet their response was to try and shamelessly turn the people away. 

”Damn, do your eyes not turn?” 

“Euh-ee!” 

Eventually, of the four, the biggest and fattest one walked towards Park Jae Un. 

Pik! 

Then, without any warning, he pushed Park Jae Un’s shoulders. 

”Ouch!” 

Park Jae Un couldn’t withstand the force behind the push, and fell backwards. 

”Dear!” 



Park Jae Un’s wife yelled loudly when she saw her husband falling backwards. Her daughter, who 

was asleep at her bosom, woke up, rubbing her eyes with her hands. 

“Why are you…….” 

Park Jae Un promptly stood back up. He tried to negotiate with them again. 

Puuk! 

But as soon as he got back up, the big guy once again pushed him back down. 

But this time, a bit harder than before. Because of the force behind the push, it might be more 

appropriate to say he was hit rather than pushed. 

“Uheuk!” 

Winded, Park Jae Un fell back down onto the floor. 

‘Huk!’ 

‘It’s a fight.’ 

The place that had previously been loud and chaotic quickly quieted down. 

However, the atmosphere became one of desolation. 

‘What do I do? Should I fight back?’ 

‘What if I just get beat up even more what would be the point….. ‘ 



A feeling of loneliness welled up inside him. 

In that dangerous atmosphere, the four young men menacingly eyed the crowd. In their eyes, their 

way of life was the only way to survive. 

They were not bluffing. 

It was because they had drawn blood before. It wasn’t just once or twice either. 

They had stabbed monsters with knives, cut down monster flesh with axes, and had crushed monster 

heads with baseball bats. 

Through their experiences they had learned how to survive. 

“Is this some sort of show to you? This is not just a spectacle!” 

“You guys feel fine just watching what’s going on?” 

Of course, although they felt disgusted by what they were doing, they were not willing to stand up for 

him. 

“Hey mister, what the fuck do you think you’re doing?” 

The four thugs stared menacingly at Park Jae Un and his family. 

Some of the bystanders became excited at the way the situation had developed. 

‘‘S, sorry, I’m sorry….. ’’ 



“What are you apologizing for? Hmm? Hmm?” 

“… . . . I’m sorry.” 

“What? What did you say? Try to yell again like you did before. 

C’mon, try it one more time!” 

The four thugs felt that the bystanders were becoming less willing to interfere, and their momentum 

increased. 

It was their intuition. 

In this blocked off second basement level of the shopping mall, they were the rulers, they were the 

predators. 

Around them, they saw nothing that could threaten them, but only things  that they could step on. 

“Hey , mister. I said get up. I said get up. ’’ 

He had no choice but to do so. 

Puuk! 

As Park Jae Un was getting up, a slim thug walked up behind him and kicked Park Jae Un like he 

would a soccer ball. 

“Keuahk!” 



Park Jae Un let out a yelp while trying to get up, and fell onto the floor. 

“Daddy!” 

Having finally overcome her drowsiness and opened her eyes, Park Jae Un’s daughter saw him 

falling onto floor, and screamed as loudly as her little throat would let her. 

“Daddy daddy!” 

One of the thugs made a smile after seeing Park Jae Un’s wife and daughter. In his hand was a 

kitchen knife that was giving off a threatening gleam. 

“N, no! No no no.” 

Seeing the knife, Park Jae Un ran towards the man that was approaching his wife and daughter. 

Dupseuk!. 

Running towards the thug, he grabbed onto the thug’s left leg. 

“Huh? Huh?” 

Seeing Park Jae Un clinging onto his leg, for some reason the thug felt scared. 

Although Park Jae Un behavior showed that he was acting out of desperation, there was still 

something off about him. 

”Get off of me! Get off! Die!” 



In that situation, he felt a sense of danger welling up inside him. 

They had already seen it before, how easily a human could die. 

Of course, the other three thugs quickly set off after Park Jae Un in order to take care of him. 

”Let go of him! If you don’t want to die, let go of him!” 

“Just kill him!” 

Puhubk, puk! 

They kicked Park Jae Un off of the thug, and started to stomp on him. 

“Huk, huk!” 

The sound of Park Jae Un’s rough breathing was audible during his beating. 

‘What do I do?’ 

‘I need to look for someone who can help.’ 

The onlookers only frowned in response while the thugs ruthlessly stomped on Park Jae Un with a 

grimace on their faces. 

“Daaaad! Daddy!” 

Meanwhile, Park Jae Un’s wife covered her crying daughter’s face. 



She could only patiently wear down her daughter while she experienced a bout of hysteria. 

The people on the second floor began to feel a horror distinct from the kind they felt when faced with 

the monsters. This was a kind of horror that only humans could bring about while raising their hands 

against others. 

“Hey stop that right now you sons of bitches!” 

Finally, a woman stepped forth. 

Wearing a thick jumper, an untidy looking woman stepped out. She had freckles around the bridge of 

her nose, and with a loud and impressive voice, she shouted. 

“Now that the hell is this?” 

One of the thugs looked in the direction of the woman with a threatening gleam in his eyes. 

Although she wasn’t scared of his shout, she couldn’t help but yelp when staring into his evil eyes. 

“If you’re going to steal, just take the merchandise and quietly go away! Don’t hurt an innocent 

person!” 

”Tssk!” 

One of the thugs spat on the floor, and they began to walk towards the woman who had spoken out. 

Before the thug could reach her, the woman pulled something out with her right hand. Her hand had a 

tattooed pattern on it, and in her hand was a kitchen knife. 



“Huh? Shit!” 

The thug faltered in his steps. 

The other three stopped as well. 

“K, knife. It’s a knife!” 

“Crazy woman, kill that bitch! Kill her!” 

The thugs already knew how dangerous a knife was, so they began to cooperate more. 

There was a lot of evidence that pointed to the dangers of a knife. 

There were blood stains and puddles of blood all throughout the store after the initial monster 

outbreak. This was evidence that cutlery should be feared. 

If there was a monster’s body nearby, it would have been even clearer. 

Unfortunately, there weren’t any bodies around that could prove the deadliness of a knife. 

“Everyone stop. “ 

A young man had spat out those words. 

“You four, you move, you die. “ 

The young man was wearing a plastic apron covered in blood and had taken care of disposing some 

bodies. 



Kim Tae Hoon had finally arrived. 

 
 



“Move and you die.” 

With that warning, Kim Tae Hoon slowly took off his vinyl apron. 

Drip drip . The sound of green drops of blood rolling off the apron and hitting the floor was more 

frightening than ever. 

“Hyungnim” 

Bang Hyun Wook appeared after Kim Tae Hoon had already dropped his apron onto the floor. 

When Bang Hyun Wook made his appearance, the disordered surroundings turned silent. 

This kind of silence… it was different from the silence when the atmosphere of desolation had settled 

earlier. 

It was a sense of oppression that couldn’t compare to anything before. 

GgorGgak! 

Like a promise of death, the sound of a throat swallowing saliva! The proof was the sound of 

somebody being beaten. 

‘That punk is a downright monster……. ‘ 

Not even the four thugs were free from the pressure. 



When Kim Tae Hoon arrived, they stuck closer together but at the same time, they remembered 

something. 

‘What do I do?’ 

‘If it was anyone else but that guy we would have already beaten him….’ 

When everyone was struggling against the orc in the second basement level, Kim Tae Hoon had 

appeared with an axe and had struck down the orc. 

His movements were very fast and accurate. During the fight against the orc, Kim Tae Hoon had split 

apart the orc’s head, then sprayed the orc on the eyes with black spray paint. While the orc was 

rubbing its eyes, Kim Tae Hoon then sprayed lighter fluid on the monster’s open head and lit it on fire. 

There was one thing that the four of them knew for certain. 

If they stood there as they were as time passed, nothing good could happen to them. 

‘What do I do?’ 

‘Should I just ask for forgiveness?’ 

‘Shit, should I just beat him up?’ 

Like that, three of the thugs fell into confusion. 

“Kill me? Try it! Try and kill me you son of a bitch!! “ 



Unlike the other weak-willed thugs, the one with a good build was the only one who bared his teeth at 

Kim Tae Hoon. 

It was clear that not only was this guy strong, but he has the guts to go with his strength. 

So, Kim Tae Hoon didn’t hesitate. 

“Kuk, kuk kuk!” 

Using telekinesis, Kim Tae Hoon grabbed onto the thug’s throat. 

In that state, Kim Tae Hoon lifted the thug. 

The values and concepts of the world and rational thought could not explain this. 

“Uehuk !” 

“Wh, what is this? What’s going on!” 

“G, Ghost?” [TN: Shraggy?] 

The thug with the huge build became the scapegoat for the other three thugs, and it left them 

trembling and cowering in fear on the floor. 

Kim Tae Hoon lifted the man 3 meters off the ground before dropping him. 

Koong! 

A loud rattling noise resounded as the body hit the floor. 



Another sense of desolation filled the room. A sense of horror and fear spread, and repressed any 

previous feelings of hope. 

Everyone looked at Kim Tae Hoon’s face, who had a thoughtful expression on his face, while Kim 

Tae Hoon looked at the three thugs and said, 

“From now on, the four of you have no voice in any matter. If you have any complaints, say it right 

here.” 

Keeping their mouths shut, the four of them simply nodded. 

Kim Tae Hoon gave no more thought to the four thugs. 

After making sure that Park Jae Un and his family were safe, he turned to look at the wrist watch on 

his left arm. 

After confirming the time, he said in a low voice, 

“It’s currently 22:33. Although it’s late, I’ll now begin to explain our current situation.” 

4. 

“We are currently located in the second basement level of a shopping mall. Emergency generators 

are functioning properly, but communication via smart phone and radio is impossible. There has been 

no success in contacting rescue operations or other survivors.” 

Having said what he needed to, Kim Tae Hoon took a sip out of a can of coffee. 



He could never not appreciate coffee. 

No one asked Kim Tae Hoon any questions, nor did they complained. 

After enjoying his coffee, Kim Tae Hoon opened his mouth to say something, bringing the quiet 

ambiance to an end. 

“From a personal point of view, our current situation is obviously not that good. This place is not as 

safe as you might be led to believe.” 

Hearing what he said, there were some people who began to doubt. 

‘It’s dangerous here?’ 

‘This place isn’t a safe place?’ 

It had been 7 hours since the monster attack. 

The thrill of the battle had long since faded, and all that remained was nothing but the aftermath. 

Of course, the survivors had no desire to do anything. 

They simply wanted to wait until the army or some rescue team to arrive. 

And according to common sense, the second basement level of the shopping mall was more secure 

than anywhere else. 



For one, the fire shutters make it impossible for anyone to get in, and in addition, food was more than 

plenty here. There was enough food and water for the survivors to last for half a year. 

Although there might be an issue regarding hygiene and human waste, in a world where running 

water is used everywhere, it wouldn’t be too big of a problem. 

However, this area that everyone was sure was safe, Kim Tae Hoon had just told them otherwise. 

“Even though it has been more than six hours since the incident, not a single member from a rescue 

team has come.” 

Hearing this explanation, there were still some people who were left suspicious. 

“In such a situation where social infrastructure collapses, we as survivors must first look for food. If 

the route here was safe and secure, somebody would have made their way here. It wouldn’t even 

need to be a rescue crew. Whether it was for a pack of ramen or a new iPad, someone would have 

come.’’ 

After listening to what Kim Tae Hoon had to say, the three thugs who had their mouths shut were 

trembling. 

Kim Tae Hoon savored the taste of coffee in his mouth again. 

Again, there was a small break in activity. The crowd began to agonize over what they were to do 

during the time. 



‘That person is right. If there was a rescue team, they would have found a way to come get us by 

now.’ 

‘Yeah, that makes sense …… if the way here was safe, someone would have reached us by now. 

Well if nobody’s going to come, might as well chug down some alcohol.’ 

The people began to realize that Kim Tae Hoon wasn’t wrong. 

Tension began to pervade throughout the room. 

After looking at the tension in the room, Kim Tae Hoon swallowed the coffee in his mouth. 

“Furthermore, this current situation we are dealing with is different from anything you have ever 

seen.’’ 

Kim Tae Hoon revealed his right hand to the crowd. 

The crowd saw the blazing sun like pattern tattooed onto his hand. 

“With the appearance of the monsters, some people will have received some sort of pattern on their 

right hand.” 

Some people reflexively looked at their hands to confirm it. 

A few people were surprised. 

One of them opened their mouth for the first time. 



“What is this?” 

The first person to speak up was the freckled woman who stood up for Park Jae Un. 

She was someone with a pattern tattooed on the back of her hand. 

“I’ve been calling it the mark of awakening.” 

“Awakening?” 

“I don’t think any other term is appropriate for naming it. It’s quite obvious, but those who have the 

tattoo are given mysterious abilities.” 

Kim Tae Hoon did not bother to show them his power again. 

He simply didn’t need to. 

His words were more than enough of an explanation. The others around him could still see the 

slumped over body of the thug that Kim Tae Hoon had knocked out. 

“To decipher what your tattoo means, you can take a picture of your tattoo with your phone. When 

you take a picture of your tattoo with your phone, translucent glyphs appear with your information 

deciphered. It’s like a game’s stats window.” 

Kim Tae Hoon continued. 



“There are three categories, and raising your abilities is quite simple. After you kill a monster, take out 

its heart and tear it open. Inside you’ll find a gem of sorts. After you take the gem, you’ll raise your 

abilities after eating the gem. ’’ 

Having said that, Kim Tae Hoon extended out his hand. 

After waiting for a bit, Bang Hyun Wook took out a thumbnail sized red gem out of his pocket, and 

showcased it by holding it out onto the palm of his hand. 

Kim Tae Hoon put the gem in his mouth. 

Gulp! 

He had unhesitatingly swallowed it. 

Everyone stared at Kim Tae Hoon’s throat. 

“Like that, I’ve upgraded my abilities.’’ 

The people watching on had blank looks on their faces after listening to what Kim Tae Hoon had said 

and done. It wasn’t a very realistic story. 

However, Kim Tae Hoon didn’t care and simply continued with his explanation. 

“For reference, you can also see the value of your gem by taking a picture of it with your smart 

phone.” 

Kim Tae Hoon took out his phone and showed a picture of the gem that he had taken before. 



A close-up picture of the red gem that Kim  Tae Hoon had swallowed earlier showed up. On the photo 

were clearly visible letters that were previously not visible before. 

[Orc’s Crystal] 

― Slight increase in strength once ingested. 

That was it. 

“This is the only information that I’ve been able to gather up till now.” 

Kim Tae Hoon had stored all of the monster corpses in the meat’s section of the store. 

‘‘This is all the information we were able to get after dissecting the monsters’ bodies after battle.” 

It wasn’t very easy to get that information. 

It’s not easy to slaughter a lot of monsters and it was definitely not easy to dissect all of them. 

If you gave an ordinary person one day to work on a monster’s corpse, they still wouldn’t be able to 

properly dissect it. 

It was a very valuable information, information that only Kim Tae Hoon and Bang Hyun Wook had 

known. 

But that valuable information, Kim Tae Hoon had just told everyone. 



Although they were grateful that he had shared the information with those present, they were still 

somewhat sceptical of Kim Tae Hoon’s words. 

“Why are you telling us this?” 

On one hand, it was valuable information that they should be grateful for, but on the other hand, he 

had no incentive to tell them. 

Did Kim Tae Hoon have such a spirit of self-sacrifice? 

Although there isn’t anybody here who has known Kim Tae Hoon for more than day, they could all tell 

that he was not a man full of sacrifice. Kim Tae Hoon just didn’t seem like that kind of person. 

In reality, they were right. 

Kim Tae Hoon didn’t intend to show his spirit of generosity by telling everyone the information. 

“The world has changed. Monsters had somehow appeared in the world, and they are intended to 

fight against us. What happened today is just the first of many. “ 

Kim Tae Hoon had realized the crucial fact far before anyone else. 

“In order to live through this strange change, we must be selfish, but not overwhelmingly so, but 

rather sensibly so.” 

Human beings should be fighting against the monsters. 

In this situation, it’s pointless to monopolize such basic information. 



The more survivors there are, the more favorable it would be for Kim Tae Hoon. 

Nowadays, many surviving males would have military experience. [TN: South Korea has 

compulsory military service for males once they come of age]  It wouldn’t work so well if you gave 

them an axe or a kitchen knife, but if you gave them a gun, that’d be a different story. 

“Besides, I’ve already received payment for the information. We’ve already eaten all the monster 

stones.” 

More than anything, Kim Tae Hoon had been holding onto this information for some time. 

Kim Tae Hoon had split the monster stones from the monster hearts with Bang Hyun Wook. In their 

current situation, the value of a monster stone was priceless. 

They had eaten them all, so besides that basic information, he was privy to more information 

regarding the stones themselves. 

It was a kind of give and take. 

“Does anyone have any complaints?” 

Any exchanges were done under Kim Tae Hoon’s leadership. 

“Then I’ll take your silence as a no.” 

The group around him started to get a notion for what he meant when he said ‘sensibly selfish’. 



“Also, lastly, although I haven’t been able to confirm yet, I think the monsters are able to appear 

without any space constraints. It’s as if they’re just falling from the sky. The reason why I came up 

with this hypothesis is because…… “ 

Kim Tae Hoon stopped talking. 

His eyes changed. 

Everyone stared at Kim Tae Hoon with eyes wide open, meanwhile, Kim Tae Hoon took a sip out of 

his canned coffee. 

Ggur ggek ggur ggek ! 

After ingesting the caffeine, Kim Tae Hoon let out a loud shout. 

“RUN ! “ 

Ggwang! 

The fire shutters that had been blocking off the first floor from the second floor burst open like a 

bomb. 

Kaaaaaaaa! 

From beyond the fire shutter was a furious outburst of cries that came from nowhere. 

The owners of the cries soon showed up. 



“Oh dear God….” 

What appeared was a massive 2 meter tall orc with black skin. 
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